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. ocialiat Wbrkers Party
‘Dear COmrades,,

‘I’his letter 18 to inform you of the formation of a political tendency ;
within the.SWP for .the purpose of participation #n the discussions pre-?nf
X eediné and the deliberations of the Tenth World Congress of the Fourth -
Intérnationhal. . As co-thinkers of the Fourth International, precluded
frod’medbership by reactionary United States legistation, the SWP receives
'rétetnal participatory rights and we request that similar rights be'““
'cﬁ‘ ded our tendency so that the most comprehensive discussion may
beeur.t It 18" notpossible for this letter to present a full statement of‘
buf” ews’t what’ follows ' is simply an outline of our basic orientation. i
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P‘political Ieadership of the SWP sections of the Internd- S
‘a8'ithe, LSA/LSO have begun a theoretical accomodation to teformibnh
nd ' ar aﬁaptaﬁion to a petty-bourgeois milieu. These departures. from the .
gtor, dgbona’ embodied in the Transitional Program are marked by the.
' Fmenéion”of‘a minimalist "democratic" program, especially An’ day-

‘18 the . fundamentally idealist notion that't ! ﬂoﬁé
of evelopment of democratic movements {s. toward revolution
é tragic ind. dangerous misunderstanding cf ‘the historica
nﬁn Mreﬁmdution, especially in the colonial countriee,

el L cons

enk he; o stied oationalities within the United States, ie ‘ond
¥xumple of 'thid' conception. - &
ﬁzSWP;ha‘)adopted an’ ovErtly reformist position of restricting its’
Again, the

_Int rmeshed with these theoretical deviations, the SWP has generated a

- Mgectoral" ~analysis of social struggle. Replacing the program of the
.'¢lasa with a series of "programs" for each sector, it seeks to mobilize .
- these multi-class consituencies independently of each other and without relation
to the class. This confuses ‘the whole outlook of the Transitional Program.
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The purpose of our program is to provide a system of demands leading to dua}
power and culminating in the seizure of state power. No social layer or
-+ glass, other than the proletariat itself, and most decisively the industrial

. working class, contains the human materiel and social weight required for
"7 guch an undertaking. While certain demands pertaining to the special needs
Vfof distinct oppressed groups and strata can and should be reised, to speak ,
" of. a ttansitional program for any single oppressed group or social layer =-= "=
‘guch as students -- creates deceptive illusions as to the objective con-.
f_ditions of class struggle and miseducates the ranks of the party. S ,,' B

he" practical effects of this theorizing is the orienting of the party to these
sectors*instead of to the hard, serious work inside of the class.  ‘The" youth

orientation, ‘which originated with the document, "The World-Wide Youth ' .
Radi alization"]: has become an excuse for an exclusive and self-perpet- | .
u Eing ‘student orientation which has failed to relate to young workers, .
eoidiers,orwto youth of the oppressed nationalities or to, train new cadre
Jk&i?e ¢ tual“implantation into - the class. i B rbate R R TR

dopé - an f'the student movement. - The ebility‘of‘thé
pé# ‘m_ngliéh!@ec,ionsgio effect impressive gains ovey ‘the last
e@eré?”;éars by ”hlftiﬁg’their orientations to the ¢lass in line with

an 1aéed the Internatlonal at ‘an historlc crossroads.

. ‘ ‘ 'nﬁand.emefging as a masg party’ of ‘the working clas
':_,uthe success of the turn taken by these sections has immense Ampo¥t

perspectives for the colonial countries are generally set forth in’
tﬁe Transitional Program; the building of a Trotskyist vangard and the
mobilization of the working class and peasantry around both democratic and
trans;tional demands toward the seizure of state power and the creation
of 8 dictatorshlp of the proletarlat. Today, numerous differences remain
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within the Internativonal in terms of applying our theoretical program.

In the case of Palestine, the position adopted at the last Conventlon of .

‘ the SWP, that is, for a "democratic secular state in Palestine", stands .
.'in' contrast to the correct slogan, "For a Unified Socialist M1d-East" o :
L o nThis particular formulation of the SWP neglects the obvious need to
\ & ;. point for a goclalist solution to the Palestine struggle., Worse yet, to
. call for a "democratic secular state" without specifying its class char-
~ gcter -amounts to calling for the establishment of a bourgeois state. Such‘ B
T a‘ambiguity 1s more than reminiscent of the two-stage theory of revolution . - = .
' tof ithe Mehshevik-Stalinists. At the same time the uncritical support to = . . ~
‘ 5A1 Tataﬁ given . by the SWP demonstrated an adaptation to the bourgeOLS dem- ~7;53  g

_ While the SWP restricted its calls to the "self-determlnatio
of ‘g“ ¥ the United Secretariat correctly called for '"Forward to -
thE’Uﬂit&&deéialist Bérgal" and "Forward Toward 'the 'Tndian’ Sub-ConEinent
:Revorutioqf" The mistakes of the SWP in this regard echo the politieal error
eﬁﬁiane& eaflier the concept1on ‘that democratic or nationalist. struggles

ranguard party. The fact is that while all bourgeois'dém‘crati
b ‘_Dmpleted by the national bourge0151e,vtl i

by th SWP which advocates party builﬂing‘d po
th;thgbyhth“:fecord‘df the SWP An the United States. and byg
rd }ihec;'h ni.'éa ndt !
‘thely “éqtataluapproach to. Latin America” as'ﬁhéi

N e

Hént 1st.BSA 6f Ar
4t i 7 : .
£ th : he International majority as: welI. bu' ho
‘egafistic reasons.‘
dt}ty,,vbich.envisage a continent-wide strategy of
y *”d" 1 EEA
ptation to gueril aism.‘

e same time:to call fpr any strategy on continental scale. before deve1~
' clea: concrete analysis and perspective of each of the Latin American “

v
is. gysubstitute for the class and hence is adventuristic. We wish to. make
. . it quite clear that ultimately armed struggle (as the adjunct of the mass
\ -, mobilization of the workers and peasants) will be the only way for the
" revolutionary victory in Latin America. The lesson of the necessity of
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' grming the masses is one which must be driven home to counter the reformist
. {nfluence of Stalinism and Social Democracy.

IV. The Workers States

. The current discussion on China is of value chiefly in the adoption of g
MY 7 more correct analysis of the role of Stalinism and its Maoist and other
"7 natfonal variants. The International majority evidenced in its positions
v ’ '/a critical error in the wnsideration of Maoism as bureaucratic centriem, -
‘This position, if not corrected can only lead to illusions about other
Stalinist leaderships which in turn tould lead to projecting a course. that

WOuld be detftmental to the building of the International. There 18 a.,
¢ndency in this direction evident in some of the Europeanﬂsections"

é H 1ding a substantially more. correct. position vis-anvis Sta
réctlx criticizlng the Seven-Point Program, has, démonstrated
aﬁ ﬂwilitngneas to buiid a movement of solidarity with the Vietna&ese;rev "
: d . g ' R

he‘ rbposal for. the rapid building of a genuinely democtati¢~
t r rtional wituinfthe framework of the Proposed Statutes)

e”éyphaeize ‘the necessity of the leaderships of¢ the
practicing an extensive 1nternalt’ democrag‘

br“inorities to participate botti “{n”

]

”sions.'
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